POLITICS AND
PROTEST IN
SOUTHKOREA

COLONIAL PERIOD(1910-1945) @

While Korea was formally annexed by the Japanese Empire in 1910, it

had become a protectorate in 1905 and was under Japanese .
influence since the end of the First Sino-Japanese War in 1895. The
annexation foreclosed the possibility that Korea would modernize
on its own terms. The colonial period is generally described as
having three periods, military rule (1910-1919), cultural rule (1920-193]),
and mobilization for war (1931-1945). There is both resistance and
collaboration with the Japanese authorities. Leftwing thought is
particularly critical of the colonial situation, lending it authority as a
liberatory politics.

LIBERATION, OCCUPATION, DPRK @
(1945-1950) O

With Japan's defeat in WWII, Korea is liberated. The country's
north is occupied by the Soviet Union and the south, by the
United States. Initial joy at liberation is complicated when
competing visions for the country’s future cause increasingly
dramatic rifts between the left and right. The nation is of .
course caught in the Cold War binary of the US and the USSR.

KOREAN WAR (1950-1953)

Both North and South Korea claim that the other party
provoked the conflict with border fighting, but the full-blown

war begins with North Korea's invasion of the south on June
25, 1950. South Koreq, the US, and allied nations fight North
Korean and Chinese troops supported by the Soviet Union.
Sources indicated that up to 4 million people died in the civil
conflict, most of them civilians. Both Koreas were

economically devastated by the conflict, which caused .
extreme anti-American sentiment in the North, whose cities
were almost completely destroyed by American bombings. In
the South, meanwhile, anti-communism was rampant and
stoked by the conservative government.

(1953- LATE 1980s)

South Korea in the postwar was extremely poor, the north

THE DEVELOPMENTAL STATE @
®

actually recovered economically more quickly and South
Korea didn't overtake North Korea in per capita GDP fill the
mid-1970s (Lie 78, citing a 1978 CIA factbook). The dictator
Park Chung Hee championed a “developmental state” in the
60s and 70s; that is, policies oriented towards the fast .
development of a poor nation. Sociologist John Lie contends
that Park's policies had little to do with the country’s enormous
wealth gains: normalization of relations with Japan and South
Kored's role in supporting the Vietnam War effort, however,
were key in the development of light industry and integrated
South Korea with the Japanese and US economies (Lie 43-
44). South Kored's triumphant 1988 Olympics was a capstone

of its tremendous economic growth in the previous decades. .
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“NEW KOREA” (1987-NOW) @

In the film, Hinzpeter tells Kim that he hopes to meet him in the
“New Korea.” He means, of course, a democratic South Korea.
South Kored's peaceful transition to democracy began in 1987,
when massive protests of Chun Doo-hwan, who was aiming
to extend his presidency beyond the legal limit, ousted him
from power. The waning of the Cold War meant that .
American anti-communism could no longer be relied on to
bolster the nation’s dictatorial regimes. A democratic election
was held, and another member of his party legally won
power. By 1993, an opposition lawmaker was elected
president and by the middle of the decade, justice for
Gwangju was sought in South Kored's highest courts.
Specters of Park Chung Hee, however, would come to haunt
South Korea again when his daughter, Park Geun-hye was .
elected president in 2013 and then impeached and jailed in
2017.
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